Year 11 Revision Guide Booklet for GCSE History.

Exam Board: AQA
The GCSE history exam comprises of the following:
•

One period study (of at least 50 years)

•

One thematic study (of three specified eras to help you to understand change and
continuity over a long period of time)

•

One wider world depth study

•

One British depth study including the historic environment (H.E will focus on one
particular historical site) – BIG CHANGE TO 2020 exam. STUDENTS WILL NOT BE
SITTING THIS EXAM UNDER THE CHANGES THIS YEAR.
How the exam papers look:

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world
•

2 hour exam

•

Worth 84 marks (50%)

•

Section A – six compulsory questions (40 marks)

•

Section B – four compulsory questions (44 marks)

Paper 2: Shaping the nation
•

2 hour exam

•

Worth 84 marks (50%)

•

Section A – four compulsory questions (44 marks)

•

Section B – four compulsory questions (44 marks) – THIS HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM
THE 2020 EXAM!
What topics your child will be studying and examined on:

▪ Paper 1: Understanding the modern world
▪ Section A Period studies: America 1920 – 1973: Opportunity and inequality.
This period study focuses on the development of the USA during a very difficult half a
century of change.

It was a period of opportunity and inequality – when some Americans lived the “American
dream” whilst others grappled with the nightmare of poverty, discrimination and prejudice.

▪ Section B Wider world depth studies: Conflict and tension between East and
West, 1945–1972
This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse
interests of different states and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It considers
revolutionary movements during this time.
It focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War and seeks to show how and why conflict
occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the tensions which arose during the Cold
War.
This study also considers the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and how
they were affected by and influenced international relations.

▪ Paper 2: Shaping the nation
▪ Section A Thematic studies: Britain: Health and the people c1000 to the
present day
This will allow you to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health developed in
Britain over a long period of time.
You will look at the following factors: war, religion and superstition, chance, government,
communication, science and technology and the role of the individual.
This study will start of in the medieval ages up to the Black Death to the Renaissance to the
Industrial Revolution, then ending on modern medicine.

▪ Section B British depth study: Elizabethan England 1568-1603 – REMOVED
FROM 2020 EXAM
We will look in depth at the last 35 years of Elizabeth I’s rule, we will focus on the major
events of Elizabeth’s reign.
This will include Elizabeth’s court and parliament, the difficulties she faced being a female
ruler. How Elizabeth created the Tudor “Golden Age”, a time of growing prosperity
alongside the growing poverty and attitudes towards this. Then we will focus on Elizabeth’s
troubles at home and abroad.
Historic environment: 10% of your overall GCSE. You will be examined on a specific site
relating to Elizabeth’s reign, and will have a source booklet that will be used in the exam.

Key revision tools to help your child.
Here is the list of the text books we use in class and which can be purchased off Amazon or
Waterstones and other retailers.

For Paper 1 topics
AQA GCSE History: Understanding the Modern World

For Paper 2 topics
AQA GCSE History: Health and the People

AQA GCSE History: Elizabethan England, c1568-1603
Not relevant for 2020 exams

Revision Guides for the whole course.
My Revision Notes: AQA GCSE (9-1) History

Suggested ways to revise:
•
•
•
•

BBC bitesize - especially the videos relating to the Cold War and Medicine Through
Time https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
Seneca – number of quizzes related to the AQA course
Flashcards – a great way to remember key individuals and key events/concepts
Timelines – recommended for each course.

Key contacts:
Mrs Bentley Head of Humanities email: jbentley@chichesterfreeschool.org.uk
Mr Wallis history teacher: awallis@chichesterfreeschool.org.uk

PLC (personal learning checklists) for topics in 2020 exam.
Please feel free to use these with your child to help them revise through quizzes etc.
Paper 1, Section A; America, 1920-73: Opportunity and Inequality

Paper 1, Section B; Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945-72.

Paper 2, Section A. Britain Health and the People c1000 to Present Day

