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Area of Study 
AQA Paper 1: Section A America, 1920-73: Opportunity and Inequality 

Key 

Objectives 

To enable students to understand the development of the USA during the 20th century, focusing on opportunity and inequality – when some 
Americans lived the ‘American Dream’ whilst others grappled with the nightmare of poverty, discrimination and prejudice. 

Core Learning 

Part 1: America 

People and ‘the 

Boom’ Position of 

women in the 1920s, 

including flappers 

Part 1: America 

People and ‘the 

Boom’ Reasons for 

Prohibition being 

introduced, impact 

on society, including 

organised crime 

Part 1: America 

People and ‘the 

Boom’ The 

immigrant 

experience in the 

1920s. The first 

Red Scare, 

including Sacco 

and Vanzetti case 

Part 1: America 
People and ‘the 

Boom’ 
Klu Klux Klan 

Review and 

Assessment of Part 1 

 

Part 2: Bust – 
Americans’ 

experiences of the 
Depression and the 

New Deal 
Why did the Great 

Depression happen? 
What were peoples’ 
experiences of the 
Depression? How 

were different social 
groups affected? 

Part 2: Bust – 
Americans’ experiences 
of the Depression and 

the New Deal 
Hoover’s reaction to the 

Depression. 1932 
Presidential election; 
why was Roosevelt 

elected? 

Part 2: Bust – 
Americans’ 

experiences of the 
Depression and the 

New Deal 
Roosevelts New Deal. 

Successes and 
Limitations of the 

Alphabet Agencies. 
Did the New Deal 
work? Roosevelt's 

legacy as President. 

Opportunities 
for Challenge Every lesson includes GCSE skills alongside practice exam questions Every lesson includes GCSE skills alongside practice exam questions 

Assessment Baseline assessment 

to check 

understanding from 

year 9 

 
 Part 1 mock exam 

   

 
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

CHRISTMAS 

 

Area of Study 
AQA Paper 1: Section A America, 1920-73: Opportunity and Inequality 

Key 

Objectives 

To enable students to understand the development of the USA during the 20th century, focusing on opportunity and 
inequality – when some Americans lived the ‘American Dream’ whilst others grappled with the nightmare of poverty, 
discrimination and prejudice. 

Core Learning Part 2: Bust – 
Americans’ 

experiences of the 
Depression and the 

New Deal 
World War Two 
on the American 

economy. Did 
World War Two 
or the New Deal 

end the Great 
Depression? 

Part 2: Bust – 
Americans’ 

experiences of the 
Depression and the 

New Deal 
Impact of World 

War Two on 
African 

Americans and 
Women 

Part 2: Bust – 
Americans’ 

experiences of the 
Depression and the 

New Deal 
Review and 

assessment of Part 
2 

Part 3: Post-war 
America 

1950s prosperity. 
Was the American 
dream a reality or 

illusion? 
Second Red Scare. 

McCarthyism – 
How did 

McCarthyism 
affect American 

society? 

Part 3: Post-war 
America 

Popular culture, 
including Rock and 
Roll and television. 

How did it affect 
society? Why did a 

Civil Rights movement 
develop? Impact of 

Jim Crow Laws. 

Part 3: Post-war 
America 

Key Civil Rights events of 
the 1950s and 1960s. 
What did these key 

events achieve for the 
Civil Rights movement? 

How significant was 
Martin Luther King in 

the movement? 



  

 

  

1930s popular 
culture 

Opportunities 
for Challenge Every lesson includes GCSE skills alongside practice exam questions 

Assessment 
  

Part 2 mock exam 
   



Justice Term 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 
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Area of 
study 

AQA Paper 1: Section A America, 1920-73: Opportunity and Inequality 

Key 

objectives 

To enable students to understand the development of the USA during the 20th century, focusing on opportunity and inequality – when some 
Americans lived the ‘American Dream’ whilst others grappled with the nightmare of poverty, discrimination and prejudice. 

Core 
learning 

Part 3: Post-war 
America  
Malcolm X and the Black 

Power Movement. 
Which form of protest was 
most effective? Peaceful or 

violent? 

Part 3: Post-war 
America 

Social policies of 
President Kenny and 

Johnson. How far was a 
‘Great Society’ achieved? 

Part 3: Post-war 
America 

Development and impact 
of the feminist movements 

in the 1960s and 70s. 

Part 3: Post-war 
America 

Comparison between the 
African American Civil 

Rights Movement and the 
Feminist Movement. 

Which group achieved 
more? 

Part 3: Post-war 
America 

Review and Assessment of 
Part 3 

Part 3: Post-war 
America 

Review of Paper 1: Section 
A 

Opportuniti
es for 
Challenge 

Every lesson includes GCSE skills alongside practice exam questions 

Assessment 

    Part 3 mock  

 
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5   Week 6 
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Area of 
study 

AQA Paper 1: Section B. Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945-72 

Key 

objectives 

To enable students to understand the complex and diverse interests of different states and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It 
focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the 

tensions that arose during the Cold War. 
Core 
learning 

Part 1: The Origins of 
the Cold War  

The effect of the 
dropping of the Atomic 

Bomb in Japan. 
Contrasting ideologies 

of the USSR and the 
USA. Introduction to 

key political 
differences between 

Capitalism and 
Communism 

 

Part 1: The Origins of 
the Cold War  

1945 Yalta and Potsdam 
Conferences. The 

division of Germany. 
 

Part 1: The Origins of the 
Cold War 

 Early Soviet Expansion 
into Eastern Europe. The 

Iron Curtain. 
 

Part 1: The Origins of 
the Cold War 

The Truman Doctrine 
and the Marshall Plan. 
Stalin’s reaction to this; 
Cominform, Comecon 

Part 1: The Origins of the 
Cold War 

The Berlin Blockade and 
Airlift. Causes, events and 

consequences 

Part 1: The Origins of the 
Cold War 

Review and Assessment of 
Part 1 

Opportuniti
es for 
Challenge 

Every lesson includes GCSE skills alongside practice exam questions 



 

  

Assessment 
 

 
   Part 1 mock 



Courage Term 

 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 
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Area of 
study 

Paper 1: Section B. Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945-72 

 

Key 
objectives 

To enable students to understand the complex and diverse interests of different states and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It 
focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the 

tensions that arose during the Cold War. 
Core 
learning 

Part 2: The development 
of the Cold War  

General Mao and China. 
The Korean War. The 

Vietnam War. How did 
events in Asia impact 
relations between the 

USA and the USSR. 

Part 2: The development 
of the Cold War  

The development of the 
arms race. Key events 

and individuals 

Part 2: The development 
of the Cold War  

The development of the 
space race. Key events and 

individuals 

Part 2: The 
development of the 

Cold War  
Membership and 

purpose of NATO and 
the Warsaw Pact 

Part 2: The 
development of the 

Cold War  
How far was there a 
‘Thaw’ or Peaceful 
Coexistence after 

Stalin’s death? 1956 
Hungarian Uprising. 

Part 2: The 
development of the 

Cold War  
U2 Crisis and the 

consequences on the 
Paris Peace Summit  

Opportuniti
es for 
Challenge 

Every lesson includes GCSE skills alongside practice exam questions 

Assessment 

  
 

   

 
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

S
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Area of 
study 

Paper 1: Section B. Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945-72 

Key 

objectives 

To enable students to understand the complex and diverse interests of different states and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It 
focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the 

tensions that arose during the Cold War. 
Core 
learning 

Part 2: The 
development of the 

Cold War 
Review and 

assessment of Part 2 
 

Part 3: Transformation 
of the Cold War  

Reasons for constructing 
the Berlin Wall and 

Kennedy’s response.  

Part 3: Transformation of 
the Cold War: 

Castro’s election resulting 
in the Bay of Pigs and the 

Cuban Missile crisis. 
 
  

Part 3: Transformation of 
the Cold War:  

Dubcek and the Prague 
Spring Movement. 

Comparison to Hungarian 
revolution. The Brezhnev 

Doctrine. 
 

 

Part 3: Transformation of 

the Cold War:  

Why did tension ease in 
the 1970s? Reasons for 

Detente and SALT 1. 

Review and assessment of 

Part 3 

 

Part 3: Transformation of 

the Cold War  

Review of Paper 1: Section 

B 

 

Opportuniti
es for 
Challenge 

Every lesson includes GCSE skills alongside practice exam questions 

Assessment 
Part 2 mock exam    Part 3 mock  


